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This is CAM’s sixth

CAM’s 2023 Annual Report investigates and documents the persecution of religious minority groups in 

recommendations to “Engage with the pro democracy Burmese opposition, including the National Unity 

of 2022, and prioritize religious freedom…”

On July 5, 2023, CAM welcomed and applauded the United States’ and India’s joint statement on 
Myanmar during Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s state visit to the White House.
expressed “deep concern about the deteriorating situation in Myanmar, and called for the release of all 

c system.”
especially for India to have a greater role in resolving Burma’s political and humanitarian crisis. Since 

2023, CAM Executive Director Zo Tum Hmung issued a further statement, “We seek a determination 

minority religions.” 

US Commission on International Religious Freedom (USCIRF), April, 2023, https://www.uscirf.gov/annual-reports
Ibid., p. 14
The White House, “Joint Statement from the United States and India”, June 22, 2023,

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2023/06/22/joint-statement-from-the-united-states-
and-
india/#:~:text=The%20leaders%20expressed%20deep%20concern,an%20inclusive%20federal%20democratic%20sy
stem.

Chin Association of Maryland, Inc. (CAM) Media Statement, “CAM Welcomes the Joint Statement from the United
States and India,” July 5, 2023, https://chinmd.org/statement-and-press-release/

The White House, “Joint Statement from the United States and India”, June 22, 2023
Radio Free Asia (RFA) Burma, “With nearly 200 destroyed, religious buildings targeted by Myanmar’s junta,”

September 8, 2023, https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/religious-buildings-
09082023132748.html#:~:text=The%20data%2C%20based%20on%20figures,85%20ethnic%20Chin%20Christian%
20churches.
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’s Jenny Siegel, PhD, Research and Project Manager, Zo Tum Hmung, Executive Director,

Maizland, Lindsay, “Myanmar’s Troubled History: Coups, Military Rule, and Ethnic Conflict,” Council on Foreign
Relations, February 10, 2021, https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/myanmar-history-coup-military-rule-ethnic-conflict-
rohingya
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Article 34 of Myanmar’s 2008 Constitution grants citizens the right to “freely profess and practice 
religion ... subject to public order, morality or health and to the other provisions of this Constitution.” 
Furthermore, Article 364 seeks to protect religious groups from persecution by stating, “any act  

 
communities or sects is contrary to this constitution.”  

 
 
 

by elevating Buddhism as a key tenant of Burma’s national identity. These nationalist groups further 
pushed for the addition of Article 361 in the 2008 Constitution, which “recognizes [the] special position 

ism as the faith professed by the great majority of the citizens of the Union.”  
 

 
 

 

1  
 

 
including Christian and Muslim religious minorities. The Tatmadaw’s repeated interference with 
Christians’ and Muslims’ abilities to practice their faith, repeated persecution, and repeated convers  
strategies reveal the SAC’s general policy of persecution and conversion of religious minorities. The US 

 
 

Department as a “Country of Particular Concern (CPC).” Since 1999 the State Department has followed 

USCIRF, Annual Report, April 2023, https://www.uscirf.gov/annual-reports
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State. Christianity Today named Burma as one of the 50 countries where it’s hardest to practice 

human rights organization Christian Solidarity Worldwide commented that the Burmese military’s attack 
on Christian churches is a part of a “deliberate strategy,” and that “By targeting churches and othe
places of worship, they [the military regime] are striking directly at the identity of these communities” 
and further underscores the military’s intolerance of non

d’état in Myanmar: A briefing paper, June 2023, p. 8

RFA Burma, “With nearly 200 destroyed, religious buildings targeted by Myanmar’s junta,” September 8, 2023, 

Casper, Jayson, “The 50 Countries Where It’s Hardest to Follow Jesus in 2023,” January 17, 2024, Christianity
Today, https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2024/january/christian-persecution-2024-countries-open-doors-watch-
list.html
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and further underscores the military’s intolerance of non

d’état in Myanmar: A briefing paper, June 2023, p. 8

RFA Burma, “With nearly 200 destroyed, religious buildings targeted by Myanmar’s junta,” September 8, 2023, 

Casper, Jayson, “The 50 Countries Where It’s Hardest to Follow Jesus in 2023,” January 17, 2024, Christianity
Today, https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2024/january/christian-persecution-2024-countries-open-doors-watch-
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Casper, Jayson, “The 50 Countries Where It’s Hardest to Follow Jesus in 2023,” January 17, 2024, Christianity
Today, https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2024/january/christian-persecution-2024-countries-open-doors-watch-
list.html

RFA Burma, “With nearly 200 destroyed, religious buildings targeted by Myanmar’s junta,” September 8, 2023, 

ICJ, Violations of the right to freedom of religion and belief since the coup d’état in Myanmar: A briefing paper, 
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country’s 

human rights vision for Myanmar, oppositional to the Tatmadaw’s goals for the country.

country. Ever since this time, arguably, “Myanmar’s military has always been shaped by an extremist 
Burman, Buddhist nationalist agenda.”
Buddhism as the state religion and carried forward a nationalist slogan, “To be Burmese is to be a 
Buddhist.” 

Burma. Chin State emerged as one of the country’s resistance strongholds with the Chin National Front 

In perhaps one of the military’s most egregious acts, the Tatmadaw used mass arson on Thantlang Town 

hantlang’s Centenary Baptist Church was killed 

Unity of Catholic Asian News,” Stop the Systematic Targeting of Christians in Myanmar,” December 4, 2023, 
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town’s 22 churches were destroyed. 

remain in prison. On April 7, 2023, Samson was sentenced to six years in prison “on charges of
unlawful association, and inciting opposition to the military regime.”

cause...any officer, soldier...to mutiny or otherwise disregard or fail in his duty (Sec. 505(a) BPC)” and 20 
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CAM’s previous reports and current findings have corroborated such atrocities. 

Chin Human Rights Organization (CHRO), “Briefing: Legal Analysis Related to Sanction Designations on Members 
of Northwestern Command of the Burma Army and Members of the SAC in Chin State,” March 2023, p. 10, 

Myanmar Witness, “Conflict Stricken Churches,” January 2024, 
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On Sunday morning, January 15, they set fire to the church, along with the parish priest’s house and the 
nuns’ convent. Chan Thar’s 800 inhabitants, who are majori

“Demands an immediate end to all forms of violence throughout the Country…”

On January 22, 2023, Pope Francis expressed sadness for these attacks: “Sadly, my thought turns in 
–

–

her to Our Lady for Myanmar.”

Thantlang Town. The strike destroyed two churches: the village’s Baptist Church and the Believers 

April 10, 2023: Burmese military’s airstrikes

Town in Chin State’s Falam Township, hitting the local high school and killing nine civilians, including a 9

CAM Media Statement “Burmese Fighter Jets Attacking Camp Victoria in Chin State, Burma, Also Drop a Bomb 

CAM, Two Years After the 2021 Military Coup: The Worsening Situation of Christians Across Burma, January
2023, https://chinmd.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/19484-2-Years-After-the-Coup-FIN.pdf

United Nations Press Release, “Security Council Demands Immediate End to Violence in Myanmar, Urges 
Restraint, Release of Arbitrarily Detained Prisoners, Adopting Resolution 2669 (2022),” December 21, 2022 

Aleteia, “Myanmar, Peru, Cameroon: Pope Prays for countries in conflict,” January 23, 2023
https://aleteia.org/2023/01/22/myanmar-perucameroon-pope-prays-for-countries-in-conflict/

CAM Media Statement, “Burmese Fighter Jets Bombed Khuafo Village in Chin State, Burma and Killed 8 villagers 
including 4 children,” 

CAM Media Statement, “The Burmese military’s air strikes on the Webula Town in Chin State, Burma Killed 
Civilians,” April 11, 2023, 
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CAM Media Statement, “The Burmese military’s airstrikes on Tlanglo village in Chin State, Burma Killed Civilians 
and Destroyed Christian Churches and Residences,” April 28, 2023, 

CAM Media Statement, “List of Churches Burned in Thantlang Town of Chin State, Burma,” July 6, 2023, 

CAM Media Statement, “The Burmese military burned homes and other buildings including the Gospel Baptist 
Church at Chuncung village in Chin State, Burma,” May 3, 2023, 
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CAM Media Statement, “The Burmese military’s airstrikes on Tlanglo village in Chin State, Burma Killed Civilians 
and Destroyed Christian Churches and Residences,” April 28, 2023, 

CAM Media Statement, “List of Churches Burned in Thantlang Town of Chin State, Burma,” July 6, 2023, 

CAM Media Statement, “The Burmese military burned homes and other buildings including the Gospel Baptist 
Church at Chuncung village in Chin State, Burma,” May 3, 2023, 

May 5, 2023: Burmese military’s airstrikes on Malsawm Village in Chin State

On May 5, 2023, the Burmese military’s airstrikes on Malsawm Village in Chin State, destroyed Malsawm 

“The Burmese military’s airstrikes on Malsawm village in Chin State, Burma Destroyed 
the Malsawm Baptist Church,” May 10, 2023, 
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The military denies the incident occurred and the deacons’ whereabouts are unknown, however they 

CAM Media Statement, “Chin Pastor and Three Deacons in Mindat Attacked by Tatmadaw, Deacons Detained,” 
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The military denies the incident occurred and the deacons’ whereabouts are unknown, however they 

CAM Media Statement, “Chin Pastor and Three Deacons in Mindat Attacked by Tatmadaw, Deacons Detained,” 

CAM Media Statement, “Ramthlo and Sunthla Villages in Falam Bombed by Tatmadaw, Church Destroyed,” 
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“apparent war crime” by Human Rights Watch due to the targeting of civilians for no apparent military 

CAM Media Statement, “Church Compound in Hakha Attacked by Tatmadaw,” August 23, 2023, 

RFA, Residents say Christian churches attacked by junta in Myanmar’s Chin state, August 10, 2023, 

CAM Media Statement, “CAM Statement on the Munglai Hkyet Attack in Kachin State,” October 9, 2023, 

CAM Media Statement, “Chin Pastor and Son Killed by Tatmadaw in Saw, Magway Region,” November 15, 2023, 
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“apparent war crime” by Human Rights Watch due to the targeting of civilians for no apparent military 

CAM Media Statement, “Church Compound in Hakha Attacked by Tatmadaw,” August 23, 2023, 

RFA, Residents say Christian churches attacked by junta in Myanmar’s Chin state, August 10, 2023, 

CAM Media Statement, “CAM Statement on the Munglai Hkyet Attack in Kachin State,” October 9, 2023, 

CAM Media Statement, “Chin Pastor and Son Killed by Tatmadaw in Saw, Magway Region,” November 15, 2023, 

The pastor’s son, a Chinland Defense Force 

RFA, Myanmar resistance fighter shot while collecting his father’s body, November 8, 2023, 

CAM Media Statement, “Tatmadaw Airstrike Kills 8 Children, 3 Other Civilians in Vuilu, Matupi Township,” 

CAM Media Statement, “Airstrikes Destroy Church, Kill Four Civilians in Lailenpi, Chin State,” November 28, 
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Burmese military and the People’s Defense Force in eight different locations within Loikaw, Kayah State. 

military used “heavy weapons, fighter jets, ballistic missile systems, and mobile defense systems.” 
“more than 80% of the urban and rural people in Kayah State, have 

been internally displaced” (see Appendix A for Letter from Bishop Celso Ba Shwe)

CAM Media Statement, “Tatmadaw Occupies Cathedral Compound in Loikaw, Karenni,” November 28, 2023, 

62 Chin Human Rights Organization (CHRO) on X, November 26, 2023, 
https://twitter.com/ChinHumanRights/status/1728765423662039279
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CAM Media Statement, “Tatmadaw Occupies Cathedral Compound in Loikaw, Karenni,” November 28, 2023, 

62 Chin Human Rights Organization (CHRO) on X, November 26, 2023, 
https://twitter.com/ChinHumanRights/status/1728765423662039279

CAM Media Statement, “Airstrikes on Rezua in Matupi Township Destroy Church, Displace 2000,” December 1, 
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further steps to protect Burma’s religious minorities. USCIRF has long recommended Burma’s 
designation as a Country of Particular Concern (CPC) for “engaging in egregious, ongoing, and systematic 

ns of religious freedom” and most recently on December 29, 2023.

USCIRF, Annual Report, April 2023, https://www.uscirf.gov/annual-reports
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recognized that the Tatmadaw’s strategies of destruction and tactics of war crimes used against the 

US Department of State, Office of International Religious Freedom, “Countries of Particular Concern, Special 

USCIRF, Annual Report, April 2023, https://www.uscirf.gov/annual-reports
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